OUTLINE OF THE WOEK.

THE History is divided into Ten Parts, Five of these are in Vol. I.,
two in Vol. II., and three in Vol. III. The Nine Parts after the first
cover Nine Periods of unequal length. In each Part after the first throo,
the Society's environment and history at home are reviewed in the
earlier chapters, and then the Mission-fields in turn, concluding in some
cases with a winding-up chapter.

VOL, I.

Part I. is preliminary. First, the Lord's Great Commission to His
Church is recalled. Then in Chaps, n. and in. a rapid sketch is given
of the work of the Church in executing that Commission during eighteen
centuries. Primitive Missions, Medieval Missions, Roman Missions,
and Modern Protestant Missions, are glanced at. In particular, the
establishment and early enterprises of the S.P.C.K. and S.P.G. are
briefly noticed. We are thus brought on towards the close of the
Eighteenth Century, the period which saw the foundation of the C.M.S.
and several other missionary organizations.

Part II. is entitled " One Hundred Years Ago"; but it looks back
over sixty years of the Eighteenth Century, and brings us down to the
thirteenth year of the Nineteenth Century. It is essential to a right under-
standing of the origin and early years of the Church Missionary, Society
that the condition of the Church of England in tho Eighteenth Century
should be realized. Chap, iv., therefore, sketches its leading features,
and notices both the earlier Methodist Revival and the later Evangelical
Circle within the Church; distingxxishing, as it is important to do, the
first generation of Evangelicals, among whom Henry Venn of Huddors-
field was a leading figure, and the second generation of Evangelicals, of
whom his son John Venn of Clapham was a leader. Then in Chap. v,
we turn aside to view the condition of " Africa and the East" when the
Society was founded, bringing the narrative of Wilborforce's efforts
down to the year 1800, Chap. vi. concentrates our attention on tho
events, especially in 1786,'which led to the Missionary Awakening, and
introduces us to the Eclectic Society and its discussions, Chaps, .vii,
and viii. tell the story of the actual establishment of the Society and
the going forth of the first missionaries. In Chap, ix* wo resume the,
review of African and Indian affairs, and rejoice with Wilberforce over
both the Abolition of the Slave Trade and the Opening of India to the
G-ospel under the Charter of 1813.
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